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on the Trans-Siberian Railway, to the town of Aldan the
journey by motor-car takes 18 hours, as compared with the
winter sledge journey of 20 days. It is not known how far the
construction of railways has proceeded in the south. In 1937
a line from Taishet, 270 miles east of Krasnoyarsk, around the
northern end of Lake Baikal to the Amur valley, at Komso-
molsk, was under construction, and it was planned to continue
this to the Pacific port of Soviet Haven, east of Khabarovsk.
When this line is completed it will provide a northern alter-
native to the present Trans-Siberian line, and may be con-
nected to motor roads or railways along the valleys which
run northward towards the Lena. The entire Lena basin is
now served by a regular system of airways (see Fig. 70), while
the northern portion is served by the new and well-equipped
port of Tixie Bay, at the mouth of the Lena.
North-eastern Siberia
The north-eastern extremity of the U.S.S.R. offers a num-
ber of interesting contrasts \vith the north-western extremity,
the Kola Peninsula. North-eastern Siberia is the most remote
part of the Soviet Union, far removed from all centres of
population, and is itself inhabited by less than a hundred
thousand people. Unlike the Kola Peninsula, it is served by
no large port or railway. On the contrary, it is separated
from the neighbouring republic of Yakutia, itself a remote
region, by lofty mountain ranges, so that communication with
the rest of the Soviet Union can only be maintained by steam-
ship services from Vladivostock. These lines have to serve a
coastline with a total length of 10,000 miles between Vladi-
vostock and Providence Bay, and an additional two or three
thousand miles between Providence Bay and the mouth of the
Kolyma river.
The proximity of the region to the Pacific Ocean brings
only slight amelioration of the severity of the Siberian winter,
and this is more than offset from the human point of view
by the prevalence of raw, damp, stormy weather, for in place
of the warm waters of the Gulf Stream Drift which wash the